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Emperor who had destroyed the Holy Empire and degraded
Germany to a French colony.
The Napoleonic domination of Europe was at last broken
by the rising tide of national revolt. The French Revolution
had already given proof of the vast energy which could be made
available by arousing the masses. The Austrian Government
in 1794 wanted to resort to the general armament of the people,
in order to repel the French invader.1 But the military caste-
spirit of Prussia opposed the introduction of a principle regarded
as revolutionary. Nevertheless, Austria at times appealed to hpr
peoples, and the rising of the Tyrolese under Andreas Hofer was
enthusiastically greeted by all friends of freedom. England's war
against the French Caesar was a national struggle, at least at
sea. The Spaniards showed in their long struggle a fierce
national spirit that startled the world and aroused new hopes.
The same spirit was soon'surging in Russia and Germany too,
and it led to the final downfall of Napoleon's despotism.
The national sentiment aroused in those struggles, however,
remained alive, and reached a strength dominating all peoples.
The French Revolution had paved the way for the gigantic wave
of national feeling and nationalism which now flooded the world.
Its gospel has in many ways stimulated the sense of nationality.
Napoleon thus unconsciously furthered the spread of this senti-
ment over the whole of Europe. A powerful factor in this process
was also his policy of suppressing the independence of countless
small states with their separate individualities and loyalties, and
merging them in larger territories. History shows that all the
national movements of the nineteenth century, in particular
those of the Italians, the Germans, the Poles, the southern Slavs
and the Greeks, have been decisively though unintentionally
stimulated by revolutionary France and Napoleon.2 Both Pan-
Germanism and Panslavism have their roots in these traditions.
We have traced here only one main stream of Imperial
ambition and its influence on nationality. It was the tradition
of the Roman Empire as revived by Charlemagne. A parallel
tradition, however, emanated from the eastern part of the Roman
Empire which, through Byzantium, led to the formation of the
1  Cf. Langwerth von Simmern, Oesterreich wd das Reich im Kampf mit der franco-
sischen Revolution, 1880, vol. i, pp. 1,8, 24, 314, 395, 515.   It is a mistake, common to
most English historians if H. A. Fisher (Napoleon^ 1932, p. 176) says that Austria
was merely a bundle of states, swayed by no common passion and obeying the control
of a government which found neither source nor sanction in the. popular will.,
2 Switzerland too became a national unity through Napoleon's interference in her
independence.   Cf. I. Schollenberger, Gwfahte dtr Schweizerischen Politik, 1908, vol. ii,
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